SEA TRIAL – HUNTER e36
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New for 2011 the Hunter e36 is a vessel that can be ordered either as a family cruiser or a performance orientated boat with Americas Cup style square cut main, lead keel instead of cast iron and double single line slab reefing instead of the in-mast furling.

Most people in our area would buy a Hunter for the family cruisers that they are so good at, so I was privileged to have Lawrence Fronczec, owner of Specialty Yachts, come down during his time off on the Christmas holidays to take me out into English Bay to get an idea as to where this new boat was coming from. It was freezing hard, and there was not a breath of wind. The water was glassy smooth, but the sun was out. What the heck, we went out anyway in search of an illusive zephyr.

The cockpit has a neat hydraulically assisted fold down transom that doubles as a huge swim/boarding platform when down and makes a great enclosure for the cockpit and a steering seat when up. But more of that later. I got on board.

Now (for some) the boring details:

CONSTRUCTION

Hunter, as I have mentioned many times in these sea trials before, is the biggest boat builder in North America and so commands serious buying power to enable all the best equipment to be fitted. The interior is all built outside the hull for ease of access and is then permanently fused into the hull, which makes for true unibody construction, adding strength and quality at the same time.

The fibreglass stringer matrix is bonded into the bottom of the hull first of course, making for a superbly strong yet non rotting system that is common to all Hunters now, as is the Kevlar strengthening of the forward parts of the hull below the water line and forward of the keel sump in case of collision.  
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The completely new hull design has a 12’4” beam which is carried almost all the way to the transom, giving much more livable space below and a larger cockpit area as well, let alone the added performance and stability gained. The hull is solid fiberglass below the water line and balsa core above.

Specialty Yachts, in their “Mariner Package” coat the hull with 5 coats of epoxy and 2 coats of bottom paint, plus the layup is ‘anti blister’ too, and there is a 5 year hull warranty as a result.

ON DECK
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Step aboard the aforementioned boarding platform and into the cockpit and you are greeted with a big Lewmar folding ‘destroyer’ wheel with binnacle for the compass and mountings for an instrument pod on the hand rails. The single lever engine control is to starboard on the binnacle and a centre cockpit table with drop leaves hangs from the forward side along the centre line. The newly designed engine instrument panel is to port, the manual bilge pump is below, and forward, under the cockpit seating, are two lazarette lockers of enormous proportions, the forward of which houses the batteries (6 X golf cart house batteries and 1 X 12V starting battery) and the 30 gallon holding tank for ease of access. To starboard there is the propane locker for twin tanks and transom shower, and forward of that is another hatch that protects the escape hatch for the aft cabin.  

There are two self tailing 2 speed Lewmar #40 primary winches well aft and handy to the helmsman, and the ubiquitous stainless “radar” arch that isn’t for radar at all but takes the main sheets and traveler up out of the way of the crew, hence the name “traveler arch”. Forward of the cockpit the lines from the mast are all led aft to the cockpit under fibreglass moldings for the most part so there is little chance of tripping over anything there. Handy sheet buckets are either side of the companionway. Secondary #30 winches and clutches are on the cabin top as usual. There are hatches and skylights everywhere on deck so the interior should be really bright. The anchor and electric windlass (part of Specialty’s “Mariner Package”) are hidden neatly below the foredeck, and there is a stainless bow roller as well.

There are places for extra instruments above the main companionway leading below.

The boom is light weight as the main sheets are attached to the aft end and not, as is so common today, half way down, so one only needs half the strength, and it comes with a vang. The Selden © B&R rig is the usual swept back spreader system doing away with the back stays.  The main in our case was a vertically battened in-mast furled type, and the 110 % genoa is on a furler of course. 

DOWN BELOW

The design team at Hunter Marine have excelled yet again and have given every proud new owner a huge space too play in. In spite of the relatively small 34’ 11” LOA, this has more space than many a forty footer that I have seen. And yes, it is extremely light and airy and the Cherry woodwork makes for a great living space. The decks are solid hardwood too, as are the doors throughout, not ply with fake veneer – solid wood.
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The long side windows are fixed and non-opening, but there is a massive opening centre hatch with both blinds and bug screens built in, and there is a dorade vent above the companionway hatch.

To port there is a toilet and shower of excellent proportions with the shower stall and toilet separated from the vanity area by a stylish glass door. The shower has an opening port.

[image: image5.jpg]



Looking aft is the huge queen sized bed with 5 opening ports for ventilation including the escape hatch mentioned above. I have to say that this space is vast for the size of boat and is nicely trimmed in wood to give the space a cozy feel, yet light enough not to feel hemmed in like many such aft cabins we see today in boats of this size.
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Forward again to starboard is the galley. There is a Force 10 two burner propane stove with oven and a microwave. There are twin stainless sinks with covers and hot and cold pressure water, and a counter top storage bin. The Hunter crockery storage area is force ventilated and the crockery comes as part of the deal. A fridge sits below the counter and a freezer is to port under the navigation station.
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Said station has a VHF fitted and room for electronics. The breaker panel and stereo system are here and there is plenty of storage for charts and so on.
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Forward is the salon area. To port is a long bench seat and to starboard is the dinette with room for 4 + people. There is an extension for the table to allow more people to sit on the port bench and enjoy dinner too, plus the whole lowers to make a double berth. There are ports in the hull on both sides to add even more light.
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Forward again to the V berth and you have two considerable hanging lockers, one on each side of the entrance. The area is a good size and there is plenty of room to stand before getting into bed. Again, there is lots of light and access to the foredeck though another large Bowmar hatch with screens and blinds.

I cannot emphasize enough the airiness and comfortable feel you get from this boat as you enter. This would be so nice for a family or single handed sailor alike. If you know me, I think that all boats should sleep 2, but these boats are built with families in mind there is no doubt, and so can double as a boat for all types.

MECHANICALS

Beneath the widened companionway, that lifts easily and high enough that access is superb, is the amazingly smooth 29 HP Yanmar 3 cylinder engine. Everything is easily serviced, and there is access to the transmission from the aft cabin via a hatch as well. The compartment is well insulated for noise. The boat comes standard with a 3 bladed fixed prop.

Standard is a 60 Amp alternator, and the boat is equipped with 110 v shore power and plenty of EFI sockets below.

If you wanted air conditioning, the venting is already done at the forward end of the main salon, There is a 5 gallon hot water tank, heated by shore power or engine while under way. There is a 75 gallon (284 l) water tank and a 38 gallon (144 l) fuel tank, which should last you most of the season.
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SEA TRIAL

Well, we searched and searched for wind and then and checked the engine out while we did. Nothing! Not a breath out there. I have to say that the engine noise levels were remarkably low and the boat handled under power very well indeed. She will steer in reverse at almost zero speed, so getting into tight spaces is pretty simple, as Lawrence ably demonstrated when getting in and out of the cramped berth at the broker’s dock on Granville Island. Have you ever watched one of those little tugs that work on the river with the logs? They turn on a dime and are incredibly maneuverable. Well this boat is almost as good! I watched Lawrence work the boat into tight spaces and spin it in its own length without effort.

Then we found a breath of wind and hoisted sail. There was barely enough to move the tell tails on the sails, but the boat took off. Wow! With me on the helm and Lawrence trimming, we had the most lovely time out there in the sun, and I could not see a single other boat making any effort to sail.
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The 110% genoa made tacking easy and the cable steering was unbelievably precise. The speed of a tack was too much for us, so I had to slow it down, but with a crew I could see this boat racing, and it isn’t even the performance model!

What a delight! I find it hard to believe just how far Hunter has come since the turn of the century. They have produced a product line that seems to cater for almost all tastes and yet still perform. The old adage that “you can do some things well all the time and all things well some of the time” is just that “old”. Both Hunter and Specialty Yachts are totally committed to further developing yachts that focus on families, safety, value and ease of handling. If this is any example, they are doing great!

I would like to see the boat perform in a bit more wind, and see how she goes downwind too. Personally I would want a geneker for sure to cover the normal lack of downhill performance with this rig, but that’s a little picky (and that’s me talking as a racer!), because the boat is just great, really. But I am told it will get better ………….
For the Boat Show, you will be able to buy this boat for under $200,000 PLUS you will be offered a whole raft of goodies to go with it, such as electronics and so on. Find them on the water at the show and tell them I said to give you one great deal. You never know, you might just get to enjoy yourself this summer out there in some of the very best cruising grounds in the world. What on earth are you waiting for?
Specialty Yachts can be found on Granville Island next to Bridges, so do call in or call them at

Suite 102 - 1676 Duranleau St.

Vancouver, B.C.

V6H 3S4

Ph: 604 689 7491 (ext.720)

Fx: 604 681-0553

www.specialtyyachts.com
Evan Seys
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